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SUMMARY           

 
In modern sociology, it is already recognized that any social analysis must include an 
ecological slice. Otherwise, the analysis will be incomplete. Sociologists are interested in the 
natural environment as a physical component of social interests, in particular the 
environmental safety of society. First of all, it is about the biophysical properties of the 
environment related to environmental hygiene, which means ecologically safe living 
conditions. In addition, attention is focused on environmental issues, which are "tied" to the 
immediate natural environment of social communities, and in the time continuum are 
characterized by presentism 
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Analyzing the current stage of development of society, social and natural aspects of human life are 
considered integral because without the social component it is difficult to explain changes in the natural 
environment, but neglecting them, it is virtually impossible to predict changes in the social. After all, 
without the regulation of social processes, society can turn the natural environment into unsuitable for 
normal human existence, and the lack of measures to improve the ecological situation can lead to 
destructive social processes that can interrupt the progressive social development. 
 
The main reason why environmental issues remain the subject of social sciences is that social 
communities, in addition to the extreme conditions of environmental man-made disaster, not only respond 
to biophysical parameters of the environment but also perceive social problems caused by anthropogenic 
pressure on the environment, including the environmental danger of everyday living conditions. The 
special nature and importance of the sociological perspective for the study of the relationship between 
humanity and the natural environment are obvious, and the international sociological community precedes 
the study of environmental problems among other social sciences (Stegniy, 2016; Bookchin, 1993). 
 
In modern sociology, it is already recognized that any social analysis must include an ecological slice. 
Otherwise, the analysis will be incomplete. Sociologists are interested in the natural environment as a 
physical component of social interests, in particular the environmental safety of society. First of all, it is 
about the biophysical properties of the environment related to environmental hygiene, which means 
ecologically safe living conditions. In addition, attention is focused on environmental issues, which are 
"tied" to the immediate natural environment of social communities, and in the time continuum are 
characterized by presentism (Stegniy, 2012). 
 
Today, including through numerous sociological studies, we can see a clear picture of the interaction of 
social and natural – on the one hand, human impact on nature has reached unprecedented proportions, 
anthropogenic factors have become a key force in shaping environmental characteristics, and on the other 
hand – current environmental the situation is the result of human activity and significantly affects the 
formation of the general social situation and its individual manifestations. Therefore, the study of 
problems that were previously considered to belong to the "purely environmental" sphere today is 
impossible to be detached from social reality. 
 
Regardless of the specifics of environmental issues or the specifics of the social problem, sociological 
analysis requires consideration of a wide range of relationships. Thus, the most pressing tasks of 
sociologists in the study of environmental issues concerning the environment are the following aspects: 
 
– awareness of how environmental problems are being socially constructed: how is the mobilization of 
professional knowledge and the perception of these problems is formed under the influence of different 
actors; 
 
– identification of social forces and actors involved in identifying, motivating, or responding to 
environmental problems: institutions, individuals, and social structures associated with a particular area or 
problem; 
 
– consideration of how sensitive perceptions of environmental problems are regulated by different 
methods of influence, how ideas are questioned by politics through law and other means, and how 
emotions about the environment are combined with public discourse: communicative models influencing 
social problems and their perception; 
 
– study of how social capacity is manifested in the support of certain social interests, in social actions that 
lead to unequal distribution of current risks: how exactly social inequalities are manifested in 
environmental issues (Zherdetskaya, 2015). 
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Socio-environmental risks should be included in social risks today. They are at the junction of two types 
of risks – natural and social. The difference between social and natural risks is that the former exist on 
their own from the very beginning of the planet's history, while socio-environmental risks are the result of 
human activities (acid rain, for example, is the result of emissions of industrial waste, not the original idea 
of nature) (Stegniy, 2012). 
 
Socio-environmental risk can be defined as the probability of an event caused by the negative impact of 
human activities, emergencies of man-made disasters, which has adverse consequences for the natural and 
social environment. Socio-environmental risks can be classified based on the basic classification of risks, 
the scale of manifestation, the degree of acceptability, predictability, and preventability, the signs of 
localization of adverse events, sources, causes, time of occurrence, nature, and exposure, forms of 
compensation, etc. (Sosunova, 2005). 
 
The most common is the classification of socio-environmental risks based on the reasons for their 
occurrence: 
 
– risks associated with the occurrence of controlled negative consequences of human activities. These 
include; 
 
– consequences of economic activity (risks of sustainable man-made impacts) – risks associated with 
changes in the environment as a result of financial and economic activities (frequent landslides, 
deforestation, water pollution, "greenhouse effect", etc.); 
 
– consequences of political activity – caused by unreasonable, inadequate state and/or international policy 
(causing damage to nature reserves, forests, and parks as a result of political decisions); 
 
– the result of the impact of socio-cultural processes and phenomena on the environmental situation (the 
problem of natural resource scarcity is caused not so much by the limited resources of the planet, as the 
current in consumption society trend of continuous and constant growth, which is a socio-cultural 
construct); 
 
risks associated with the occurrence of uncontrolled negative consequences of human activities (risks of 
catastrophic impacts) – associated with changes in the environment as a result of man-made disasters, 
accidents, incidents (accident of an oil tanker in the ocean or a train carrying toxic substances, explosion 
production, which resulted in the release of hundreds of tons of toxic waste, etc.) (Zherdetskaya, 2015). 
 
The most empirically developed area is the study of public attitudes to the environment (Stegniy, 2012). 
We can identify the basic parameters by which sociologists structure public opinion on this issue. 
 
First of all, it is the general level of concern about the state of the environment on the scale of priority 
social problems; the scale of perception (from local to global); focusing public opinion on certain 
environmental issues; the level of public support (responsibility) of the main subjects of environmental 
policy; the level of personal readiness for the practical solution of a specific problem; attitude to the 
environmental movement and the level of readiness for an environmentally sustainable lifestyle (Stegniy, 
2016).  
 
Many years of analysis by modern Ukrainian scientists of public opinion on environmental issues allows 
us to draw several conclusions. 
 
The cognitive component of mass identification of environmental interests is characterized, first of all, by 
the predominance of economic values over environmental ones, which is a derivative of the current socio-
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economic crisis. The unresolved problems of material security at the level of everyday needs of the 
population lead to a significant leveling of environmental values in the mass consciousness.  
 
The dominant of the affective component of environmental attitudes is unequivocally a negative 
assessment of both the impact of environmental conditions on the health of our citizens and the prospects 
of irreversible pollution of the natural environment in Ukraine. The dissonance between the cognitive and 
affective component of environmental attitudes lies in the peculiarities of the formation of concerns about 
environmental issues and is also explained by the existing level of sociogenic risks. Ukrainian researchers 
claim that public concern about environmental issues is the result not so much of direct awareness and 
knowledge of the environmental conditions of everyday life (illustrating the level of awareness of 
respondents about the safety of existing NPPs for humans and the environment) as the result of an 
emotional perception of these conditions (Stegniy, 2012; 2016). 
 
The approach of Ukrainian sociologists to the study of environmental issues is based on the assertion that 
the causes of environmental problems, the results of their impact on the human community, as well as 
ways to solve them, and are related to the processes of social regulation. The essence of such regulation is 
determined by the mechanism of the formation of sustainable forms of social relations between the 
subjects of social interests in terms of risk reflection, adequate to the nature and severity of environmental 
problems. 
 
References 
 
Zherdetskaya, A.G. [2015]. Socio–ecological risks as a subject of sociological analysis. The edges. 

Scientific almanac, 9 (125), 78–83. [in Ukrainian]. 
 
Sosunova, I.A. [2005]. Socio–ecological tension: methodology and methods of assessment. Ecosociology, 

3, 94–104. Retrieved from: http://ecsocman.hse.ru/data/289/924/1219/010_sosunova.pdf – Name 
from the screen. [in Ukrainian]. 

 
Stegniy, O. [2012]. Sociological reading of nature. 435 p. [in Ukrainian]. 
 
Stegniy, O.G. [2016]. Sociological reflection of ecological problems: results of 25–year observation. 

Ukrainian society, 3 (58), 42–57. [in Ukrainian]. 
 
Bookchin, M. [1993]. What Is Social Ecology? Environmental Philosophy: From Animal Rights to 

Radical Ecology, 436–454. 


